Week 7: 100 Days of Summer Respiratory Protection Email 
Team,
Welcome to Week 7 of our “100 Days of Summer” safety campaign. As we continue to prioritize health and safety on our worksite sites, this week focuses on the critical topic of respiratory protection. Summer conditions can exacerbate airborne hazards, making it imperative to ensure that all workers are adequately protected.
Understanding Respiratory Hazards on Construction Sites Construction activities often expose workers to various airborne contaminants, including: Silica dust from cutting, grinding, or drilling concrete and masonry. Asbestos fibers during demolition or renovation of older structures. Solvent vapors from paints, adhesives, and cleaning agents. Welding fumes containing harmful metals and gases.
Prolonged exposure to these hazards can lead to serious health issues, such as respiratory diseases and long-term lung damage.
Implementing Effective Respiratory Protection
To safeguard workers:
Hazard Assessment: Conduct thorough evaluations to identify potential respiratory risks associated with specific tasks when you conduct Operational Risk Management.
Engineering Controls: Utilize ventilation systems, wet methods, or isolation techniques to minimize airborne contaminants.
Appropriate Respirators: Provide NIOSH-approved respirators suitable for the identified hazards. Options include Filtering facepiece respirators for dust and particulate matter. Elastomeric respirators with cartridges for gases and vapors (for painters). Powered air-purifying respirators (PAPRs) for higher protection levels.
Ensuring Proper Fit and Maintenance
Fit Testing: Ensure all respirator users undergo fit testing to confirm a secure seal. User Seal Checks: Train workers to perform seal checks each time they don a respirator.Maintenance: Regularly inspect, clean, and replace respirator components as per manufacturer guidelines.
Training and Compliance
Education: Your Division Safety professional can provide comprehensive training on the correct use, limitations, and care of respirators.
Medical Evaluations: Ensure workers are medically cleared to use respiratory protection. Program Administration: Maintain a written respiratory protection program in compliance with OSHA standards.
Resources and Materials: 
A collection of flyers, posters, Safety Operating Procedures and training materials is available on our 100 Days of Summer Safety webpage. Supervisors may choose from these resources to tailor activities to their teams. 

Recognition Opportunity: 
As a reminder, the division or county with the highest participation throughout the 100 Days of Summer will receive special recognition at the conclusion of the campaign! For additional materials or support, please contact David Harp. Let’s work together to ensure everyone stays safe and healthy this summer. 

Safety is a critical element of protecting our Departments Human Resources. Let’s work together to ensure a safe and healthy summer season. Thank you for your commitment to worker health and safety. 

Regards, 


